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1928 … a pioneering year

Picture: History extra

Alexander Fleming discovered Penicillin

https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/a-big-day-in-history-alexander-fleming-discovers-penicillin/


1928 … founding of BISFA

Signees have all been Viscose producers:

- Comptoir des Textiles Artificiels , F

- N.V. Nederlandsche Kunstzijdefabriek “ENKA”, NL
- Vereinigte Glanzstoff-Fabriken AG, DE

- Lustre Fibres Limited, F

- Snia Viscose, I
- Societe de la Viscose Suisse, CH

Bureau International pour la Standardisation des 
Fibres Artificielles (BISFA) 

is an 
International Association 

of
Man-made fibre Producers

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comptoir_des_Textiles_Artificiels
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algemene_Kunstzijde_Unie
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vereinigte_Glanzstoff-Fabriken
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SNIA_S.p.A.
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viscosuisse


Defining Standards as Key initial purpose

• Fiber definitions
• Test methods

• Technical Rules
• Terms of delivery

BISFA = Liaison member: 
• Textiles / Fibers
• Test methods
• Generic terms 



Natural Fibres  … by origin

Vegetable Animal Mineral

Seeds Bast Leaf Fruits AsbestosHair folliclesSilk glands Molluscs



Man-made Fibres – naming by Polymer / Material

Natural Polymers Synthetic Polymers Inorganic

Cellulose Fibres definition –
process based



Last 60 years Man-made Fibres - a success story

Source: CIRFS estimations, Our world in data,  The Fiber Year 2021
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Fibre production doubled every 20 years

https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-growth
https://fiberjournal.com/the-fiber-year-2021-holistic-approach-from-fibers-to-fabrics/


Impact to environment apparent

Source: eurparl



Vision Textile Strategy 2030

“Fast fashion 
out of 

fashion”

Long-lived

Recyclable

Free of 
hazardous 
substances

Respect for
Social Rights

Respect to the
Environment Affordable

High Quality

• Circular textiles 
ecosystem

• Repair & reuse
• Fibre-to-fibre

Competitive

Innovative

Incineration &
Landfilling 
minimized

Source: Eur-lex.Europa.eu

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52022DC0141


Recycling idea in progress – EU requires review

< 1 mio to or 1% of total fibre production
Cotton < 1%
Wool ~6%

Pioneers in MMCF, Polyamide, Polyester

Source: Textile Exchange,  Fashionforgood,  
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~ 8 mio to or 15% of PES global production

https://textileexchange.org/preferred-fiber-and-materials-market-report/
https://fashionforgood.com/


Claims for Fibres: Lack of Transparency

Fibre making transparent ?Lack of Trust -> Label inflation Target

https://www.oeko-tex.com/en/
https://global-standard.org/
https://eu-ecolabel.de/en/
https://textileexchange.org/standards/recycled-claim-standard-global-recycled-standard/
https://textileexchange.org/documents/recycled-claim-standard-rcs/


Transparency grading concept for MMF
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